Unit One Worksheet: Form, Narrative, and Meaning
Fill in the blanks:

1. A film structured around _________ focuses the audience’s attention on what happens.

2. Conflict in film is __________ and __________.

3. A film centered on a moral or philosophical riddle communicates primarily through ____________ or ____________.

4. ____________ are repeated images, patterns and ideas.

5. __________  _________ in a film refer to what viewers want or need to believe is true.

6. The _____________ of a story centers primarily on probability and necessity.

7. We make assumptions about characters/actors when they appear on screen according to their _____________, ___________, _____________, ____________   ___________, and ____________.

8. __________  characters are two-dimensional, predictable, but not realistic.

9. __________  irony requires the audience to have knowledge that is denied to the characters in a film.

10. An old man dying in a maternity ward or a baby being born in a cemetery is an example of irony of  _____________.

11. The compositional elements of a visual arts film employ all of the following: __________, __________, __________ and __________.

12. Usually a film begins with the work of a _______________ .

13. A set of elements in a film that depend on and affect one another is called a ___________.

14. ______________ is created in a film by a delay in fulfilling an established expectation.

15. All of the following are considered to be film forms and meanings: ____________, ___________, ______________, ______________, _____________.

16. An ___________  meaning is an openly asserted meaning.

17. ____________  meaning can lead an audience to come up with broad concepts for a film called theme or message.

18. A ____________  meaning is a manifestation of a wider set of values characteristic of a culture/society.

19. The main way an audience is able to predict the outcome of a film is based on characters of a film’s __________.

20. An example of ___________  meaning is: “A girl dreams of leaving home to escape her troubles. Only after she leaves does she realize how much she loves her family and friends.”

21. An example of ______________  meaning is “In the Depression, a tornado takes a girl from her family’s Kansas farm to the mythical land of OZ. After a series of adventures, she returns home.”

22. An example of _____________  meaning is “In a society where human worth is measured by money, the home and the family may see to be the last refuge of human values-especially during the Depression.”

23. An example of ____________  meaning is “An adolescent who must soon face the adult world yearns for a return to the simple world of childhood, but she eventually accepts the demands of growing up.”

24. Films create mystery by keeping __________ from the viewer and only presenting __________.

25. ____________ and ___________ are both part of the convention of time or temporal order.

26. Change in  _____________ is the most common pattern of plot development.

27. A unique way to explain the __________  of narration is to use who knows what when techniques.

28. “__________  _____  __________” like Groundhog Day appeal to the way people think in ordinary life.

29. A  film’s  ______________ manipulates the audience’s degree and the __________  of knowledge.

30. Character ____________ can be unrestricted, restricted, subjective, and /or objective. 

31. An important trait that functions to get the narrative moving is the character’s _________ / _________.

32 All of the following are part of great stories and scripts: ______,  _______, and  ______.

33. Depth of Narration is related to ___________ and ___________  points of view.

34. ____________  _______________  ____________  is characterized by cause and effect, natural looking editing, objective narration, and a strong sense of closure.

35. ABACA is another way to describe _________,___________, and __________.

36. Explaining why any element (a costume, lighting, camera angles, etc.) is used in the film and how it creates meaning is called ______________.

37. When all relationships we perceive within a film are clear and economically interwoven, we say that the film _______  __________  _______  ____  ___________.

38. If a story is to be considered good, it must first contain the following elements: It must be interesting, simple but _______________ .

39. ____  __________  ______ means to begin in the middle.

40. A _______ is a contrasting character.

41. A _________ character doesn’t change

42. ____________  value of an object in a film comes from value placed on it by a character, musical emphasis and context.

43. “How do we work out complex problems between us” This concept is explored in the films The Notebook and When Harry Met Sally. Both of these films are excellent examples of the _____________  _____  _________  _______________.

44. Run Lola Run/ Memento/ Groundhog Day- What is it all about? Who are we? Why are we here? These types of films deal with _________  ____  ______________  __________.

45. “The love of money is the root of all evil.” How do we make the right choices of good over evil? The films Wall Street and Constantine both contain these types of ________  _______________.

46. Lord of the Flies- “What are we like deep down inside?” This type of story explores the truth about __________  ____________.

47. Rocky and On the Waterfront- How can we find respect and worth in a difficult situation? Both films represent _____________  ______  ___________  ____________.

48. The film Crash is a __________  ______________ picture that explores the question “How can we improve as a society and better our institutions?”

49. How do we grow, learn, and change? Finding Nemo and The Wizard of Oz are both ___________  _____  ______ stories.

50. _______ refers to arrangement of the material in the film and the _________ refers to sum of the total events in a narrative.
DEFINE THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

1. Implicit vs Explicit Meaning

2. Open ended vs closed resolution

3. Cultural meaning and invisibility

4. Viewer expectations/questions/answers

5. Theme

6. Motif

7. Persistence of Vision

8. Phi Phenomenon

9. Mediation

10. Verisimilitude

11. Flick-flicker fusion

12. Form

13. Content

14. MacGuffin

15. Shot

16. Scene

17. Sequence

18. Cinematic Language

19. Scope

20. Plot vs Story

21. Inciting Moment

22. Real Time vs Screen Duration

23. Surprise vs Suspense

24. Narrative

25. Famliar Range

26. Marginal Character

27. Direct address

28. Diegesis vs Non Diegesis

29. 5 elements of Narrative

30. Treatment
Short Answers:

· Explain the elements of a good story. Unity?

· What are hooks, segments, scenes, transitions, macrostructure, and microstructure?

· How does the form/structure create the meaning?

· How is depth different from range?

· Explain 4 V’s: voyeuristic, visceral, vicarious, and verisimilitude.

· Explain 3 truths (external, internal, and artistic).

· Explain spatial, temporal, and logical/causal structure.

· Explain linear vs. non-linear structure.

· Explain 6 types of conflicts. Discuss equilibrium, disruption, characters, and goals in your response.

· Explain the types of characterization.

· Explain the types of Irony? Types of symbolism?

· How are repetition and parallelism used in a film? Explain motif.

· How is classical Hollywood Cinema different from films now?’

Films

· Wizard of Oz

· Juno

· Usual Suspects

· Groundhog Day

· Memento

· Run Lola Run

· Frailty

· Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind

· The Prestige

· National Treasure

· Shakespeare in Love

· Jerry McGuire

· 6th Sense

· Truman Show

· A Beautiful Mind

· Love Actually

· The Notebook

· Gone Baby Gone

· Mystic River

· Good Will Hunting

· Lucky # Slevin

· Jacob’s Ladder

· Crash

· Arlington Road

· The Game

· Goodfellas

· Finding Neverland

· 11:14

· Snatch

· Primal Fear

· Back to the Future

· Sleepers

· Forrest Gump

· Vanilla Sky

· Syriana

· Munich

· Minority Repost

· Timecode

· Sliding Doors

· Dark City

· Star Wars

· Jaws

· Shawshank Redemption

· OTHERS?

