Goodfellas Discussion questions

Film Studies

Ms. Lenz
1. What is effect of the opening scene (the vile act, the freeze frame on Henry’s face, and his first piece of dialogue)?  Do you see any ironies here?

2. Discuss the use of flashback after the establishing shot (first scene).  How does this speak to the scope of the film?

3. What’s with the language and violence here?  Do you think it’s excessive?  Necessary?  Is Scorsese just a big, violent, potty mouth?  How would the movie be different if this were edited for TV?  Do you really think it would make a difference?  

4. In what way does the violence serve as a function of the content (revealing importance with regards to communication, a method of creating humor, revealing desperate and disturbing ends)

5. After we first see Henry as an adult leaning against his car, we cut to a scene where he is in a bar.  What kind of point of view is used here by the camera?  What is the effect of this?  

6. Discuss the use of nondiegetic elements in the film.  Opening credits?  Music (revisit this throughout the film), voice over, etc.

7. What is the ratio of flat characters to round characters?  What is the effect of this?  In other words: why might Scorsese create his characters in that way? 

8. With number 2 in mind, discuss the scope of this film.  What does it do to the overall theme of the movie?  

